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de Lillo and myself, to intimate to Gonzalo de Estuniga that he
must set the king at liberty. He managed to delay the execution
of the order, and it was only at the end of some months of
captivity that we succeeded in returning the unhappy monarch
to his native land, although we were not able to prevent his
brothers and other relatives from being sold in Andalucia as
slaves.

That savage maintained a certain regal authority during his
captivity, and he displayed dignity in his countenance, gravity
in speech, prudence in conduct, and courage in adversity. On
reaching his country, he exercised such cunning in order to
avenge himself on his treacherous oppressors that, in spite of the
distrust with which they travelled, he succeeded in securing
some and keeping them as hostages for as many others of his
relations.

85. RAID ON THE CAPE VERDE ISLANDS BY CARLOS DE
VALERO* 1476'.
... And a short time afterwards, the king and queen, our
lords [Ferdinand and Isabella], decided to assemble a fleet of
thirty caravels and three ships to send to Guinea, the captaincy-
general whereof they gave to my son, Carlos de Valera, who
held it for seven months. During this time, he contended for
three islands of Guinea, subject to the King of Portugal, and
he administered justice and delivered punishments in them for
our lords, the king and queen. And he brought 300 negroes
from there, and he took the captain, whom the King of Portugal
had placed in them, a man called Antonio de Noli2; and he sent
1 Mose*n Diego dc Valera, Crdnica de los reyes cat6licos (ed. Juan de M*
Carriazo; 1927), ch. 22, p. 82. Extract, translated. Mose*n Diego de Valera
(1412-?) is one of the most notable of fifteenth century Castilian chroniclers.
His Chronicle of the catholic kings, which was completed in 1488, remained in
MS, until 1927. The oldest MS, is preserved in the British Museum (Egerton
303) and dates from i$z*. Carriazo used this copy of the chronicle and
collated its text with that of a sixteenth century MS. copy in the Escurial
(L. i, 6) and with that of an eighteenth century MS. copy, now in the
library of the Duke of Gor, in Granada.
a Antonio da Noli, a Genoese merchant, who travelled to Seville and from
there to Lisbon, and afterwards visited Guinea as a trader in horses. Most